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Venice/Szentendre, September 20, 2010

Dear Alumna/Alumnus,
We are happy to let you know about an exciting opportunity to deepen and broaden your knowledge and practical skills related to local sustainable development. The Regional Environmental Center (REC) is inviting you to apply to participate the Advanced Course on Sustainability and Action. This course will take place at the Venice International University in Venice, Italy from November 7th-13th and at the REC in Szentendre, Hungary from November 13th – 17th, 2010.

This course intends to bring skilled local sustainability professionals to discuss issues how to advance daily practice to improve governance for sustainability in local communities around Europe. It will offer you a wide range of opportunities to improve your knowledge and skills concerning sustainable development and will focus on real-life case studies. Finally, we intend to offer you an opportunity to examine the application of different sustainability-related policies in practice. 

This course follows the structure of previous courses you participated but it brings new leading world experts to share their visions and ideas with you. We are proud to announce that you will be able to meet and exchange ideas with people leading the United Nations Environmental Programme, Government of Hungary, the Fair Trade Foundation, Sustainable Cities Research Institute from UK and many others. Interaction among course participants and lecturers is seen as a core of this advanced program.
We would like to let you know that you were selected as a potential participant to our advanced course on the basis of your interest and performance at our recent training event that you successfully completed. Admissions to this advance course are on the first-come first serve basis, while the number of placements is limited to 35 people. Applications from citizens of Albania, Bosnia&Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary,  FYR Macedonia, Montenegro, Poland, Serbia, and Slovakia and Kosovo/a (UNSCR 1244) will be considered.
We are expecting to let you know about the outcomes of the selection procedure by October 18, 2010. The selection of candidates will be done by the Senior Scientific Council of the Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe and the Venice International University.

Successful applications should include completed application form, essay (maximum 1000 words) as well as brief letter of support from the applicant’s supervisor.  Attached you may find the application form, essay guidelines and a template for a letter from your supervisor.
If you are interested to apply, please visit www.localsustainableaction.org for more details and necessary forms. Please, note that the application deadline for this course is October 5, 2010. Applications should be send to Ms. Olta Cibuku at sustainabledevelopment@rec.org.
Best regards and good luck,

Marta Szigeti Bonifert
Executive Director
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